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Managerialism-oriented Student Assessment and Its
Ethical Criticism
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(Department of Basic Education, Shanghai Educational Evaluation Institute, Shanghai 200031)

Abstract: Managerialism is a kind of government governance theory that developed under
special background and exert an wide influence in 1970's.The core of managerialism is “con-
trol”, manager and managed people are in a position of unequal powers, it advocates manage-
ment technology. Under the traditional examination-oriented education system, student assessment
is a kind of managerialism-oriented system, which is efficiency centered, emphasizes value-free
and puts too much emphasis on scientific research paradigm. Reflecting from ethical perspective,
managerialism oriented student assessment ignores educational justice and plural value, constrains
students' subjectivity. Student assessment accords with the ethical principles should be justice and
in order to promote the development of students.
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