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Status and Prospect of the Third—party Evaluation
Based on Higher Education Institute Rankings

Wei Huafeng

(Education Institute, Xiamen University, Xiamen, Fujian 361005)

Abstract: In China, the university rankings made by the third-party evaluation institutions
present many problems, such as lots subjects and types of assessment, large differences of evalu-
ation indicators and ranking results, and the lack of social credibility. These facts caused
widespread controversy in all sectors of society. The birth of university rankings has its social
background and practical needs. And the assessment status of university rankings reflects the
dilemma of lacking of industry access and supervision, lacking of funds, professional assessment
talents and data, and lacking of professional assessment capabilities. The third-party evaluation
institutions of higher education in China should be developed from establishing a unified indus-
try association to assess, regulate and supervise the evaluation market. These institutes should
strengthen contact and cooperation with universities, and change from university rankings to sub-
ject assessment and professional assessment.

Keywords: University rankings; Higher education; The third-party evaluation systems;
Evaluation indicators
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