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An Analysis of the Behavioral Isomorphism of
Institutional Organizations under the Background of
Assessment

Yuan Qian, Tong Kang
(Institute of Higher Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062 )

Abstract: With the background of assessment sports, institutions consciously or unconscious-
ly have a certain degree of isomorphism in school-running behaviors. From the perspective of
neo-institutional analysis, higher education institutions are institutionalized and needed to con-
stantly adapt to the external organizational environment. But the situation requires specific analy-
sis. Under the pressure of external assessment, driven by coercive power, mimetic power and
normative power, some institutions take comprehensive research universities as benchmarks, and
are appearing blind imitating behaviors; others, following the laws of higher education, continu-
ously optimize organizational strategies and achieve development. Facing on the negative impact
of the phenomenon of isomorphism, the government should improve macro management, create
a relaxed environment, and promote the third-party assessment agencies. Institutions should be
rationally positioned and take a distinctive and connotative development path so that structure
system of higher education can be optimized.
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